
Understanding Sin

Sin Defined 

Romans 14:23 “But the man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not 
from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.”

James 4:17 “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.”

1 John 3:4 “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.”

1 John 5:17 “All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death.”

How do you spell SIN?
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The Most Relevant Sin in the World

Sin of Not Believing AND Not Following Jesus AND his Teachings

John 8:21-34 “Once more Jesus said to them, "I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. 
Where I go, you cannot come." 22 This made the Jews ask, "Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, 'Where I go, you 
cannot come'?" 23 But he continued, "You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 
24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am [the one I claim to be], you will indeed die in 
your sins." 

John 3:16-18, 36 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.”… 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, 
but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."

Acts 4:10-12 “Then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 He is "'the stone you builders 
rejected, which has become the capstone. 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must be saved."

Matthew 10:37 "Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me.

Matthew 7:24-29 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock. 25The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26But everyone who hears these words of mine and 
does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."  28When Jesus had finished saying 
these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their 
teachers of the law.

http://www.studylight.org/desk/?query=mt+7:25&sr=1&t=niv
http://www.studylight.org/desk/?query=mt+7:26&sr=1&t=niv
http://www.studylight.org/desk/?query=mt+7:27&sr=1&t=niv
http://www.studylight.org/desk/?query=mt+7:28&sr=1&t=niv
http://www.studylight.org/desk/?query=mt+7:29&sr=1&t=niv
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Sin is Universal

Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

Ecclesiastes 7:20 “There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins.”

Galatians 3:22 “But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being 
given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.”

1 John 1:8-10 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we 
make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.”

Consequences of Sin

Romans 6:22-23 “But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap 
leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”

Isaiah 59:1 – 2 “Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. But your iniquities have 
separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”
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Galatians 5:19-21:

“Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:

•Adultery – Having sexual relationships between a married man and a woman that is not his wife or between a married 
woman and another man that is not her husband
•Fornication – Having sex when not married
•Uncleanness – being impure in action and heart
•Lewdness – Uncontrollable lustful desires and activities
•Idolatry – Honoring false gods, making material things more important than God
•Sorcery – Being involved in Witchcraft, Astrology or Magical Arts. 
•Hatred – Hostility between people based on non-tolerance or extreme dislike
•Contentions – Verbal or physical war
•Jealousies – Hostile and fierce attempt to have what belongs to somebody else
•Outbursts of wrath  - Expressions of anger
•Selfish ambitions – Unfair self-seeking pursuit of power or position
•Dissensions – Divisions based on quarrelsome disagreement or argumentation
•Heresies – Various religious opinions that are not based on scriptural truths 
•Envy – A resentful desire to have what belongs to someone else
•Murders – Unlawful killing of people, especially when it is based on hatred
•Drunkenness – To be intoxicated with alcohol 
•Revelries – Rowdy celebrations or unrestrained get-togethers
and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will 
not inherit the kingdom of God.”
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Examples

1 John 3:14-19 “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not 

love remains in death. 15Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life 

in him. 16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives 

for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can 

the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 19This 

then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence.”

1 Corinthians 8:7-13 “But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat 

such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their conscience is weak, it is defiled. 8 But food 

does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do. 9 Be careful, however, that the 

exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if anyone with a weak conscience 

sees you who have this knowledge eating in an idol's temple, won't he be emboldened to eat what has been sacrificed to 

idols? 11 So this weak brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. 12When you sin against your 

brothers in this way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if what I eat causes my 

brother to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall.

Matthew 10:32-33 "Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 

33 But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.”


