
Old and New 

Testaments 

(Covenants) Outline 
Church of Christ at Talbot Ave Sunday School Lesson 

Testament (Covenant) Defined: Greek Word Diatheke (dee-ath-ay'-kay ). Meaning an arrangement or order, similar 
to a will.  Valid upon the death of the one who makes the will; or enforced by the use of blood.  
The KJV New Testament Greek Lexicon (www.crosswalk.com) 
 

Old Testament (Covenant / Arrangement): 
 
Given to the nation of Israel through Moses 

 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after the tenor of these words I have made a 
covenant with thee and with Israel.  And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did 
neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten 
commandments. (Exodus 34:27-28) 

 
 “These are the statutes and judgments and laws, which the LORD made between him and the children of 

Israel in mount Sinai by the hand of Moses.” (Leviticus 26:46)     
 
Confirmed with Blood 

 “And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the 
LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient.  And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and 
said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words.” 
(Exodus 24:7-8) 

 
Obedience Required to the Whole Law 
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 “Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them. And all the people shall say, Amen.” 
(Deuteronomy 27:26) 

 
 “They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in God's law, 

which was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the LORD 
our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes;” (Nehemiah 10:29) 

 
Given to Israel Only 

 “And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak 
in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them. The LORD our God made a covenant 
with us in Horeb. The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us 
here alive this day.”  (Deuteronomy 5:1-3) 

 
 “And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was before the water gate; 

and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had 
commanded to Israel…So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and 
caused them to understand the reading.” (Nehemiah 8:1, 8) 

 
Purpose of the Law (Mosaic Covenant) 
 

 “Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to 
whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. Now a mediator is 
not a mediator of one, but God is one. Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there 
had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. But the 
scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that 
believe. But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards 
be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith.” (Galatians 3:19-24)  

 
Old Testament (Covenant) Ends with the Death of Christ on the Cross 
 

 “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” 
Galatians 3:24 

 
 “And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of 

the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of 
eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.” 
(Hebrews 9:15-17) 

 
 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of 

the way, nailing it to his cross;” (Colossians 2:14) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Testament (Covenant / Arrangement): 
 
Different from the Old Testament 
 

 “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with 
the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an 
husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; 
After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will 
be their God, and they shall be my people.”  (Jeremiah 31:31-33) 

 
 “For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. For 

finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they 
continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write 
them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: And they shall not teach 
every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the 
least to the greatest. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I 
remember no more. In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth 
and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.” (Hebrews 8:7-13) 

 
Begins with the Death of Christ through His Blood 
 

 “And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of 
the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of 
eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a 
testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.” 
(Hebrews 9:15-17) 

 
 “And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the 

end of that which is abolished: But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail 
untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, 
when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart.  Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be 
taken away.” (2Corinthains 3:13-16) 

 
Change of Law comes with Change of Priesthood 
 

 “If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what 
further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after 
the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law.” 
(Hebrews 7:11-12) 

 
Jesus High Priest of Better Testament (Covenant) 
 

 “By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.”  (Hebrews 7:22) 
 
 



 
 
Jesus’ Atonement is Once and For All 
 

 “Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with 
blood of others; For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the 
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto 
them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” (Hebrews 9:25-28) 

 
 

New Testament (Covenant / Arrangement) revealed in New 
Testament Epistles (Letters) to Churches of Christ to be 

OBEYED! 
 

 “Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most 
surely believed among us, Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all 
things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, That thou mightest know the 
certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.” (Luke 1:1-4) 

 
 “And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according 

to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these 
things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, 
as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.” (2 Peter 3:15-16) 

 
 “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of the dispensation of 

the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation he made known unto me the 
mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ)” (Ephesians 3:1-4) 

 
 “And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and 

that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.” (Colossians 4:16)  
 

 “I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren.” (1 Thessalonians 5:27) 
 

 “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our 
epistle.” (2 Thessalonians 2:15)  

 
 “And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he 

may be ashamed.” (2 Thessalonians 3:14) 
 

 “And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we 
command you. And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ. 
Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from 
every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.”  (2 Thessalonians 
:3:4-6) 

 
 “Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered 

them to you.” (1 Corinthians 11:2) 



 
 “For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall 

bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church.” (1 
Corinthians 4:17) 

 
 “By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that 

this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.” (1 Peter 5:12) 
 

 “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But 
these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name.” (John 20:30-31) 
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